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1 . 

sideration . 


This memorandum coots ins a recommendation for your 05 
Such recomtnendali.cn contained in paragraph 5, 


2. There is a • ays a possibility that r.. his press confer nee 
Pre .. „ent will be q . nad concerning his policy with regard to U- e 
flig ■ of he Soviet :J: ton. The probability of this issue being ra : a 
woi 1 -.e height©/-. v •• by ^.ny incidem which would again foc us attent. 
on * J-2 but 0 , © • me no sent..; >z such an incident it v onside ;t 

high • y desirable that v-.v res. a. ten ..a provided in ad vane . a r-ispc. 

wor ' . in ....... _h mam . , as to afford the least inhibition to x autre . ate lli 

coil., .on activities deemed essential to national security. 


Eecauv. of its per tine/ 
tic eut Kennedy and nc 


3 

bet' 1 P 

25 _ .ar 1 it snould be not ;. 

Pm . ent Kennedy did rot make e 
pun ncly, that there v f . be no fu 


:ce there is attached e verbal a e 
smer. at his press cor., -rence u 
shat, contrary to popru* r assui t: 
.- pledge or give any assurance, j.t 
trier overflights. Tie. "imited his re 


to a. statement that ae / -.1 ordered mat tire flights not oe resumed. An 
obviously s :• 3 valid ; • ntil countermanded. 

4. In iigiv of the foregoing, it is proposed that if the Presidei 
is queried on thin .atter he respond with the ft loving statement {.his 
ma> also help to set the record straight): 
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"As you are all aw:, re, President Kennedy at his 
news conference on 25 June ry stated that he had 

ordered that such flights not be resumed. That order 
has never been countermanded and so far as I am con- 
cerned is still in effect. " 

If the questioner should pursue the matter by asking under what conditions 
might the order be countermanded, and such flights resumed, it is proposed 
that the President answer as follows: 

"I think it would oe highly inappropriate for me 
to speculate on any such purely hypothetical future- 
situation. " 


5. Re c omn i e nda. ti o n : 

That the President be briefed on the possibility that the U-2 o 
flight policy issue may be raised at some future press conference and 
he be prepared to respond with the statements proposed in paragraph 4 above. 
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ALBERT D. WHEELON 
Deputy Director 
(Science and Technology) 
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